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(54) Thread based e-mail 

(57) Systems and methods for providing electronic 
messaging services to multiple users by storing a single 
copy of an electronic message at a central location and 
notifying recipients of the stored single copy. An elec- 
tronic message includes a distribution iist and a mes- 
sage content. A distribution list identifying multiple re- 
cipients causes prior art systems to duplicate the entire 
message for each recipient, placing potentially large de- 
mands on both processing power and storage space. In 
contrast, the systems and methods disclosed herein 
store a single copy or a limited number of copies of an 



electronic message addressed to multiple recipients 
and provide each recipient with a relatively small notifi- 
cation. In addition to providing information regarding 
content and origin, the notification also provides access 
to the stored message. Furthermore, the methods and 
systems also aid in organizing replies to electronic mes- 
sages. Replies are associated with an initial message 
through a message identifier. The association helps to 
organize electronic messages by subject and provides 
context without requiring an author to duplicate the con- 
tent of the initial message with the reply. 
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Organising replies to electronic messages by assigning a 
unique identifier to an electronic message, and by using 
this unique identifier to associate the one or more replies 
with the electronic message. 



.i 



A 



EP 1 085 444 A3 



ANNEX TO THE EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT 
ON EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION NO. 



EP DO 30 8239 



Th?™^^^ Wf ™ m £ ers retatin 9 t0 tho Patent documents cited in the above- mentioned European search report 
The members are as contained in the European Patent Office EDP file on ^ 
The European Patent Office is In no way liable for these particulars which are merely given for the purpose of information. 

03-12-2002 



Patent document 
cited in search report 



Publication 
date 



Patent family 
members) 



US 5930471 
EP 0471639 



A 
A 



Publication 
date 



27-97-1999 WO 



9829994 Al 



G9-07-1998 



19-02-1992 



US 
EP 
JP 
JP 
JP 



5144557 A 
0471639 A2 
1993558 
6067999 
7027499 



C 
A 
B 



01-09-1992 
19-02-1992 
22-11-1995 
11-03-1994 
29-03-1995 



EP 0739115 



23-10-1996 



CA 
EP 
JP 
US 



2172746 Al 
0739115 A2 
8307452 A 
5941946 A 



21- 10-1996 

23- 10-1996 

22- 11-1996 

24- 08-1999 



EP 0785661 



23-07-1997 



US 
AU 
CA 
EP 
JP 



5781614 A 
1019197 A 
2189089 Al 
0785661 A2 
9233197 A 



14-07-1998 
24-07-1997 
20-07-1997 
23-07-1997 
05-09-1997 



For more details aboul this annex : seo Official Journal of Hie European Patent Office. No. 1 2/82 



s ,-iiS PAGE BLA&1K (uspto) 



